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WWG Overview

PURPOSE

The Alaska Wind Working Group (WWG) is a collaboration of government agencies, nonprofit organizations, businesses and individuals interested in identifying specific concerns, barriers, and obstacles to wind development in Alaska, and furthering the successful development of the industry. The group is dedicated to smart and efficient wind power development in Alaska, and is open to any interested party that supports the group’s mission. The Alaska WWG is currently part of the U.S. Department of Energy’s Wind Powering America program. Renewable Energy Alaska Project (REAP) is the state facilitator for the group.

Obectives: 
· Provide a facilitated forum for discussion of Alaska wind industry issues and a unified voice for all sectors of the wind industry in Alaska. 

· Improve performance of wind power systems in Alaska.
· Promote wind energy education and outreach to inform the public of its scope and character, including clear messaging about the economic benefits of wind energy.
· Enhance the efficient and economic progress of the wind energy industry by collecting and disseminating market and trade statistics and other useful information; engaging in policy development; carrying on and assisting in research investigations and experiments; conducting conferences and producing publications, and conducting wind energy promotion activities.

· Develop and promote industry ‘best practices’ policies that foster the safe and effective installation and operation of wind and wind-diesel systems. 
· Identify business and finance structures that facilitate and optimize wind projects in rural and urban energy environments.
· Promote state policy that supports wind development in Alaska. 
· Promote wind energy training in Alaska.
· Promote Increased performance data collection, analysis and reporting

· Work with Wind-Diesel Applications Center (WiDAC) and AEA to create a database of available small, mid-size, and large wind turbine models and system components. 
2012 Policy & Organizational Priorities

· Amendments for Reauthorization of the Alaska Renewable Energy Fund.
Formalize WWG structure (e.g. membership/code of ethics/bylaws, etc.)

Wind Working Group Sub Committees

The range of wind energy participants is very diverse in Alaska and stakeholders do not always share the same priorities and focus areas. The goal of the subcommittees is to provide a venue for focused discussions. The subcommittees will remain autonomous, but will operate under the umbrella of the Wind Working Group in order to provide a forum for diverse stakeholders to come together to share ideas and find common ground on issues that are critical to future wind development in Alaska.
Small Wind Committee

In January 2011, Alaska launched the Small Wind Committee. It is a focused networking group for Alaska small wind issues (wind turbines less than 100 kilowatts). The group has identified hurdles to small wind development in the state, including the impact of severe weather (rime ice build-up, low temperature, turbulence, and bi-direction wind gusts), economical resource assessment, manufacturer support, stringent permitting requirements, and existing net metering laws. The group will begin documenting small turbine installations around Alaska, noting important details and highlighting failures. In addition, the group would like to support the development of a small wind test site in the state.
Railbelt Wind Committee

The Railbelt Wind Committee focuses on wind energy issues pertinent to the grid-connected areas of the state between Homer and Fairbanks, such as, but not limited to, transmission limits, integration challenges, and negotiations between the six regulated utilities In the Railbelt. The Railbelt electrical grid serves 65% of Alaskans and the opportunities and challenges in the region differ from those in other parts of Alaska. Natural gas supplies electricity for the southern portion of the Railbelt while petroleum, coal, and natural gas supply the northern portion.  Several wind projects have been proposed along the Railbelt, including installations at Eva Creek, Fire Island, and Delta Junction. Currently there is 1 MW of wind power on the Railbelt at the Delta Wind Farm.
Wind-Diesel Committee

The Wind-Diesel Committee focuses on wind-diesel hybrid system issues. There are over 300 remote diesel power stations in rural Alaska and currently 20 of them incorporate wind, with a current installed capacity of over 15 MW. There is a lot of experience to be gained and lessons learned from these installations. While it is clear diesel fuel cannot be replaced entirely, wind energy has the potential to offset large portions of both electrical and thermal energy needs.  Numerous hurdles exist from financing and logistics, to technical difficulties and equipment availability. 
Policy Committee

This is an open committee that deals with state and federal policy and market matters that are affected or funded by state and federal governments.  These areas of interest include incentives, research and development, and barriers.  The committee monitors state and federal legislation. 
Small Wind Committee Issue Priorities
· Encourage legislation to allow collectives to form, which could buy into a project together and join in the O&M and distribute the benefits

· Increase Net Metering installed capacity limit from 25 kW to 100 kW
· Establish a rebate program, post installation, which supports the industry-standard AWEA certification wind turbines, with an interim probationary qualification
· Support a Cold Climate Test Site in Healy
· State preemption of local permitting or other streamlining policies
Railbelt Issue Priorities
· Support for Independent Power Producers (IPPs)
· Renewable Portfolio Standard for Alaska
Wind-Diesel Issue Priorities
· Amendments for and reauthorization of the Renewable Energy Fund

· Study of wind integration issues in larger grids, especially in conjunction with large hydro installations
· Look at ways to deliver to consumers more financial benefits from wind power, and communicate those benefits
Membership
The AWWG organizational structure will include registered membership through a signed acknowledgment agreeing with the group’s purpose and code of ethics. Registered membership will be free and registered members will have full voting rights on future work plans, policy initiatives, and endorsements or resolutions.
The group’s activities are facilitated by REAP staff. There will be no formal board or any additional bylaws.
Member Code of Ethics
The Alaska Wind Working Group has adopted the following Code of Ethics as a guide for its members (Adopted from Distributed Wind Energy Association (DWEA)). The purpose of this guide is to encourage high standards and integrity within the Alaska wind energy industry:
· Represent the Alaska Wind Industry with integrity, good will and in good faith.

· Design, build, install, operate and maintain wind    systems    and    system components in a manner consistent with public health and safety, published industry standards and environmental values.

· Conduct business and all other activities in a manner that conforms to the letter and intent of local, state and federal laws, including ordinances, zoning, construction codes and other regulations.

· Participate in testing, reporting and certifications as needed to ensure that equipment, installation and other activities are performed with the highest level of skill and to the highest industry standards.

· Present wind turbine generator system test results, performance claims and projections that are realistic and verifiable, and present such data in a format consistent with published AWEA performance standards testing and reporting criteria.

· Follow industry standard guidelines and timetables regarding R&D, product development, testing, beta-testing, marketing and deployment; this includes content, disclosure and order of occurrence.
· Present economic benefits of wind turbine generator system ownership, to the industry and to the public, in a realistic and verifiable manner that fairly represents available wind resources, energy value and incentives.

· Conform to the letter and intent of federal and state tax credit laws and other incentive programs, and fairly present expectations of tax benefits to potential purchasers.
· Clearly provide full disclosure, in plain language,  on wind turbine’s production and durability.
· Properly assess potential wind installation sites and make proposals to end-users, grantors (or other funding sources) that include consideration of the specific site conditions. Assessments and proposals should represent full, fair and verifiable information.

· Fulfill promptly and completely all contractual obligations, provide fair and reasonable warranties on products and services, and provide applicable warranty service on a timely basis.
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